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RESOLUTION NO. 20

1  WHEREAS, motor vehicle accidents are the leading cause of death in those less than 30 years of
2 age; and
3
4  WHEREAS, approximately 53% of those age 16-19 years who died in fatal motor vehicle
5 accidents were not wearing a seatbelt at the time of crash [1]; and
6
7  WHEREAS, the use of safety belts, especially among drivers and front seat passengers, has been
8 shown to reduce the risk of death in the case of a car accident by 45% and serious injury
9 by 50% [2]; and
10
11  WHEREAS, the American Osteopathic Association (AOA) endorsed and reaffirmed the passage of
12 primary seatbelt enforcement laws in every state (H294-A/05) [3]; and
13
14  WHEREAS, only 34 states, District of Columbia and five territories have primary seatbelt
15 enforcement laws for front seat passengers, with only 21 of these extending the primary
16 law to rear seat passengers and only 15 states have secondary enforcement laws [4]; and
17
18  WHEREAS, the presence of primary enforcement laws has been shown to increase seatbelt usage
19 in states compared to states with secondary enforcement laws or no enforcement laws
20 [5]; now, therefore be it
21
22  RESOLVED, that the American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians (ACOFP) stand in strong
23 support of endorsing seatbelt usage in all patient populations, but especially in those with
24 the lowest rate of seatbelt use and highest risk of death in a motor vehicle accident (teens
25 and young adults); and, be it further
26

27 RESOLVED, that the ACOFP recommends that all states pass a primary seatbelt enforcement law.

FINAL ACTION: APPROVED as of March 16, 2017
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