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REFERRED TO: 2017 ACOFP Congress of Delegates

RESOLUTION NO. 18

WHEREAS, an estimated 400,000-440,000 infants (10-11% of all births) are affected by
prenatal alcohol or illicit drug exposure each year (1); and,

WHEREAS, children exposed to prenatal drug use have been associated with potentially
deleterious and long-term effects (2); and,

WHEREAS, studies have shown that pregnant women who abuse drugs are much more
likely to give birth to healthy babies if they receive prenatal care, even if they do not
stop using drugs during pregnancy (3); and,

WHEREAS, early diagnosis and treatment of infants exposed to illicit drugs in utero has
been shown to achieve the best outcomes (4); and,

WHEREAS, The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) recommends
screening for drug use during prenatal care using a validated screening tool (4);
now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians (ACOFP) encourage
prenatal drug use screening as part of prenatal care; and further be it

RESOLVED, that the ACOFP encourage providing education in addiction assistance to
pregnant women with positive drug screens.

FINAL ACTION: APPROVED as of March 16, 2017
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