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REFERRED TO: 2017 ACOFP Congress of Delegates

RESOLUTION NO. 22

WHEREAS, 1V drug users (IDU) commonly use and share nonsterile syringes and are
therefore at an increased risk of transmitting multiple blood-borne pathogens [1];

WHEREAS, the reuse of syringes increases the risk of contracting many infections such as
endocarditis, cellulitis, abscesses [1]; and,

WHEREAS, needle exchange programs allow for additional services to be offered such as
HIV testing and information on drug rehab to be provided to clients [5]; and,

WHEREAS, the Surgeon General has determined that a demonstration needle and/or
syringe exchange program would be effective in reducing the risk of infection; now,
therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians (ACOFP) encourage
the ongoing efforts and creation of needle and/or syringes exchange programs
based upon the Department of Health and Human Services implementation
guidelines.

FINAL ACTION: APPROVED as of March 16, 2017
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