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AMERICAN COLLEGE
aCO OF OSTEOPATHIC
FAMILY PHYSICIANS
RES 13
C-3/22
SUBJECT: Use of Gender Affirming Names and Pronouns for Patients Who Are
Transgender

SUBMITTED BY: ACOFP Mountain West Regional Society
ACOFP of California
ACOFP Resident Council
Florida Society of ACOFP
Maine Chapter of ACOFP
Michigan Association of Osteopathic Family Physicians
Missouri Society of ACOFP
Texas Society of ACOFP
on behalf of ACOFP Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Resolution Subcommittee

REFERRED TO: 2022 American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians (ACOFP) Congress of
Delegates

RESOLUTION NO. 13

WHEREAS, individuals who are transgender are at increased risk of suicidal ideation and suicide
attempts, housing insecurity, and being victims of violence as compared to individuals who are
cisgender(1); and

WHEREAS, access to healthcare in a safe and accepting environment is of paramount importance; and

WHEREAS, being called by a name prior to transition, or “being dead-named” in a healthcare setting is
a substantial reason that transgender patients avoid seeking health services, and may increase
suicidal ideation among youth who are transgender (2)(3)(4); and

WHEREAS, the logistical barriers to legal name and/or pronoun change may be many and varied from
state to state, and a person’s identity may be clear before any legal documentation has taken
place (5)(6); now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians (ACOFP) provide continuing
medical educational opportunities on the use of chosen name pronouns on the health and
wellbeing of patients, as resources allow; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that ACOFP recommend members address transgender patients according to chosen name
and pronouns during medical encounters.

FINAL ACTION: APPROVED as of March 16, 2022
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