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RESOLUTION NO. 18  
 1 
WHEREAS, the term transgender describes a person whose gender identity differs from the sex 2 
they were assigned at birth1; and 3 
 4 
WHEREAS, the term cisgender describes a person whose gender identity corresponds with the sex 5 
they were assigned at birth2; and 6 
  7 
WHEREAS, the transgender patient population is 1.4 million adults and 150,000 youth ages 13-17 8 
in the United States, with youth making up the largest percentage (10%) of transgender 9 
individuals3; and 10 
 11 
WHEREAS, the adult transgender population is more likely to comprise of racial and ethnic 12 
minorities, including Black/African-American (0.8%), Latino/ Hispanic (0.8%), and other races or 13 
ethnicities (0.6%), compared to White adults (0.5%)4; and 14 
 15 
WHEREAS, compared to the cisgender population, transgender patients are at higher risk for 16 
psychosocial and health disparities due to discrimination, homelessness, unemployment, and 17 
violence5; and 18 

 19 
WHEREAS, many transgender patients lack access to physicians in their communities who are 20 
comfortable and competent in providing transition-related care6; and 21 

 22 
WHEREAS, transgender patients often face concerns or negative experiences due to physician 23 
biases that deter them from seeking medical services4,7; and 24 
 25 
WHEREAS, medical school education on LGBTQ curriculum is limited, as only 30.3% of medical 26 
schools teach about the topic of gender transitioning, which translates into lack of physician 27 
comfort and willingness to care for transgender patients6,8; now therefore be it 28 
 29 
RESOLVED, that the American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians (ACOFP) will actively 30 
encourage use and support of inclusive language when referring to transgender and gender 31 
nonconforming persons; and, be it further 32 

 33 



 

RESOLVED, that the ACOFP advocate for legislative efforts to support transgender healthcare 34 
access and quality; and, be it further 35 
 36 
RESOLVED, that the ACOFP agrees that physicians of the Osteopathic profession are uniquely 37 
qualified to serve transgender patients, through compassionate care of the mind, body, and spirit.; 38 
and, be it further 39 
 40 
RESOLVED, that the ACOFP Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Advisory Group consider CME 41 
regarding LGBTQ+, gender identity, and gender transitioning so that as family physicians we can 42 
increase our knowledge and understanding to better treat our patients. 43 
 44 
  45 
             FINAL ACTION: APPROVED as of March 16, 2022 46 
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