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RESOLUTION NO.  21  
      
WHEREAS, effective pandemic preparedness and a robust public health infrastructure are essential 1 
for safeguarding communities; and 2 
 3 
WHEREAS, partnerships between medical schools and public health agencies can significantly 4 
contribute to addressing gaps in public health infrastructure, as seen during the Spanish flu 5 
outbreak in 1918 when medical students at the University of Pennsylvania cared for patients in 6 
similar capacities as physicians (4), in 1952 during the polio epidemic in Denmark when groups of 7 
medical students were tasked with manually ventilating patients (5), and during the COVID-19 8 
pandemic when medical schools in the United States, Italy, and the United Kingdom were graduated 9 
early so that they could serve as frontline clinicians (1); and 10 
 11 
WHEREAS, utilizing the expertise of academia and the resources of public health agencies is crucial 12 
for a comprehensive approach to pandemic preparedness; and 13 
 14 
WHEREAS, research initiatives can address gaps in pandemic preparedness and response 15 
strategies; and 16 
 17 
WHEREAS, encouraging medical schools to conduct research that translates into policies leveraging 18 
the latest scientific advancements; and 19 
 20 
WHEREAS, implementing systems for medical students to report on mental health trends during 21 
virtual and in-person interactions; and 22 
 23 
WHEREAS, community emergency response teams with medical students, when established, can 24 
enhance capacity during public health emergencies; and 25 
 26 
WHEREAS, practical simulations help identify and address gaps in coordination and logistics 27 
management during a public health emergencies; and 28 
 29 
WHEREAS, community wellness checks, both virtual and in-person contribute to assessing mental 30 
health and physical well-being; now, therefore be it 31 
 32 
RESOLVED, that the American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians (ACOFP), in collaboration 33 
with medical students and student organizations, highlight available resources such as but not 34 



limited to virtual mental health support through telehealth services, including online counseling 35 
sessions, mental health hotlines, and virtual support groups; and, be it further 36 
 37 
RESOLVED, that the ACOFP considers the establishment of a collaborative framework between 38 
academia and public health agencies, the creation of community emergency response teams with 39 
medical students, and the implementation of mental health initiatives; and, be it further 40 
 41 
RESOLVED, that the ACOFP works in concert with medical schools, public health agencies, and local 42 
health departments for the betterment of public health and community well-being. 43 
 44 
         ACTION:_________________ 45 
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